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Name: Ricardo E.
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E-Mail: 
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info@ricardovelasquez.com

Web: www.ricardovelasquez.com

Ricardo  is a spanish/panamenian baritone who began his Bel Canto training with American Tenor Constantino Smith in 2001.
In 2003 he took private lessons with American Soprano Betty Phillips, with the support of Panamanian businessman Juan Carlos Tapia and the Bel Canto Foundation.
In 2004 Mr. Velásquez traveled to Barcelona to audition with Maestro Eduard Gimenez (a renowned Catalan Tenor), who saw great attributes and potential in him and decided to prepare him for the admission trials at Barcelona’s prestigious Liceu Conservatory.
In 2004 he was admitted to the Barcelona Liceu Conservatory, where he continued his opera training under the tutelage of Eduard Gimenez and Maria Soler.

Actually he lives in Barcelona, where he works under the tutelage of Carlos Chausson and Montserrat Caballe.
Panama: he has participated in several concerts with the national orchestra. More recently he has given concerts at the National Theater for the benefit of the Hope and Amaneceres Foundations. He has also participated in various opera concerts organized by the Bel Canto Foundation. During the last few years he has shared the National Theater’s stage with various international performers through several benefit concerts. In 2009 he is named the Honorary Ambassador of the Culture of Panama by the President of Panama.

Spain and Germany: he has participated in several recitals organized by Eduard Gimenez, with the accompaniment of such Maestros as Ricardo Estrada, Stanislav Angelov, Marco Evangelisti,  and Marta Pujol. In December 2005, he was chosen to participate in a recording session with the Barcelona Symphony Orchestra. In June 2007 he debuted in the Opera Sort!!! as “Nott the Knight”. In July 2007 he received an honorable mention at the “Josep Mirabent i Magrans” Voice Competition. In November 2007 he was chosen to play the roles of Figaro and Fiorello at the Madrid Royal Theater’s Opera Studio project under the artistic and musical direction of Raul Gimenez and Emilio Sagi. In 2008 he won the first prize at the “Camerata Sant Cugat” Voice Competition. In 2008 and 2009 he also played the roles of Bruschino on the opera Il Signor Bruschino, Marchello on La  Boheme, and Sharpless on Madama Butterfly. Also in 2009 he was granted with a scholarship from the Barbara Bonney´s foundation to reinforce his vocal education in Europe.
Formal Training:

· August 2009, permanent student of Edda Moser.
· November 2008, active student at Montserrat Caballe´s Master Class

· January 2008 and 2009, active student at Bonaldo Giaiotti’s Master Class (Franciso Viñas Musical Performance International Contest, Barcelona)

· July 2007, active student at Ana Luisa Chova’s  Master Class (Camprodón)

· May 2007, active student at Ana Luisa Chova’s Master Class (Girona)

· July 2006 , Opera Singer’s Advanced Course - Teatro Real de Madrid (Carolina Foundation scholarship)

· May 2006, Eduard Giménez Master class (Tenor)

· January 2006, Viorica Cortez Master class (mezzo-soprano) at Barcelona’s Liceu Consevatory (Conservatori Superior del Liceu)
· September 2005, Luis Girón May (Baritone) private Master- classes 
· October 2004, Italian Song Course: G. Rossini, F.P. Tosti with Maestro Maurizio Colacicchi.

Languages:

· English, advanced. Fifth level certification, Mc Gill University (Montreal)

· Spanish, native language.

-  Italian, currently learning.
-  Catalan, currently learning.

Other Studies:
· Medicine, completed five years at Columbus University (Panama)
· Sound Engineering, specialization in Studio Recording and Master in Music Production
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